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Everybody
can make a
difference
Cathy Chesley explains why
she supports the St. Louise
de Marillac Legacy Society.
Photo by Bob LaPree

Cathy Chesley is at the point in life when thoughts turn toward retirement.
She and her husband raised two daughters - and put both through college.
With most of their long-term financial commitments behind them, they
are planning for a life with fewer needs.
For Cathy, an important part of this process is updating her estate plan weighing carefully which organization to donate a portion of her assets.
“A lot of people have these visions that - in order to give - you have to give
hundreds of thousands of dollars, or you have to have a huge legacy to
make it matter.”
“Everybody can make a difference;’ Cathy says.
In planning her legacy, Cathy carefully considered how closely Catholic
Charities New Hampshire’s mission is aligned with her values. She
looked at the agency’s strong record of stewardship, accountability to
donors, and longevity.
Catholic Charities NH proved a perfect fit.

As director of CCNH’s Office of lmmigration and Refugee Services,
Cathy has an insider’s view of its operations.
“What I’ve seen with Catholic Charities is that every penny counts and
such a broad array of services gets out there to the community,” she
explains.
Besides its diverse programs, Cathy is impressed
with the commitment of its staff and how hard
CCNH works to raise funds it needs to operate
year after year.

‘With Catholic
Charities …
every penny
counts and such
a broad array
of services gets
out there’

“Catholic Charities NH has been around
for a long time and it’s going to be around
for a long time. And it is doing things that
nobody else is doing. It provides an important
safety net in our community,” Cathy adds.
She cites, for example, how CCNH provides immigrants with legal
services and OUR PLACE, which educates first-time moms on pregnancy
and parenting.
Creating a life-long legacy through the St. Louise de Marillac Legacy
Society accomplishes two goals dear to Cathy’s heart: It will further
CCNH’s mission and work; and it provides Cathy comfort knowing her
gift will continue her life’s work.
“If I’m lucky enough to leave this world with some assets in the bank,
then I would want to use them in a way that is reflective of how I led my
life,” she says.
WHAT IS THE ST. LOUISE DE MARILLAC LEGACY SOCIETY?

The St. Louise de Marillac Legacy Society, named after the
Patroness of Social Workers, recognizes donors, like you, who
leave a portion of your assets to Catholic Charities NH through
estate or financial plans.
To learn more about creating your legacy, contact Lisa MerrillBurzak at 603-669-3030 or lmerrillburzak@nh-cc.org.

